164                      THE SACRED MARRIAGE                   CHAP

had slain the dragon who had so long oppressed the town,
In return she tied a wreath round his arm, and announced
that her noble father and mother would soon come to give
them half the kingdom. The men-at-arms then escorted
the knight and the princess to the tavern, there to end the
day with dance and revelry. Bohemians and Bavarians
came from many miles to witness this play of the Slaying
of the Dragon, and when the monster's blood streamed forth
they eagerly mopped it up, along with the blood-soaked
earth, in white cloths, which they afterwards laid on the
flax-fields, in order that the flax might thrive and grow tall.
For the " dragon's blood " was thought to be a sure protec-
tion against witchcraft1 This use of the blood suffices to
prove that the Slaying of the Dragon at Furth was not a
mere popular spectacle, but a magical rite designed to
fertilise the fields. As such it probably descended from a
very remote antiquity, and may well have been invested with
a character of solemnity, if not of tragedy, long before it
degenerated into a farce.

st Romain        More famous was the dragon from which, according to
delivers     legend,   St.  Romain   delivered  Rouen,  and  far   more   im-
froma      pressive was the ceremony with which, down to the French
dragon*     Revolution, the   city commemorated its  deliverance.    The
stately and beautiful edifices of the Middle Ages, which still
adorn  Rouen, formed a fitting background for  a pageant
which carried the mind back to the days when Henry II.
of  England   and   Richard   Coeur-de-Lion,  Dukes  of  Nor-
mandy, still   had   their   palace   in  this  ancient  capital of
their ancestral domains.    Legend ran that about the year
520 A.D. a forest or marsh near the city was infested by a
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